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The following is an extract relevant to the present application. 
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In each split section of a printed surface that has been imaginarily split into a 
plurality of sections in a printing direction, the average color concentration in its split 
section of each color of blue, green and red is detected during printing. Regarding a 
printed material which is a standard of control, the color concentration detected in each 

10 of said split sections is stored as the standard color concentration. For the duration of 
control, momently, the color concentration detected by the detecting means and the 
standard color concentration stored by the storage means are compared to calculate a 
difference. On the basis of the difference between the color concentrations obtained 
by the calculation in each of said split sections and an average density of scanning 

15 lines in each of said split sections of each of a plurality of ink colors used in a printing 
obtained by a previous measurement, the amount of a modification of a ink supply 
thickness of each color necessary to match the momently obtained color concentration 
of the printed material with the stored standard color concentration is calculated by the 
multiple regression analysis method. The amount of a modification of an ink supply 

20 thickness is received as a deviation signal, and the amount of an ink supply is adjusted 
in such a way as to make this deviation zero. 
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